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UNDERSTAND THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE HOLY PROPHET
AND CURRENT CHALLENGES TO ISLAM
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ABSTRACT- Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the last messenger of Almighty
Allah, who devoted his whole life to teach “Tauheed” and set precedent of simple but
practical life particularly for the Muslim and generally for the whole world. He was
known as “Rehmatul-il-Aalimeen”. The objective of the research paper is to remove
misunderstandings created by prejudiced western writers about the personality and
teaching the Holy Prophet (MPBUH) in the light of the opinions of neutral and
moderate western scholars so that the world may understand true spirit of Islam and
real mission of the Holy Prophet. His biography is a practical example of a man, who
was loyal to his family and friend, dislike hoarding and maximization of wealth,
depend own resources, generous to all, humble in his dealing with downtrodden
persons, preacher of knowledge and well-wisher for his followers. His teaching is full
of wisdom and creativity and its dissemination can put the Muslim youth on right
path.
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In the darkest hour of political Islam religious Islam has been able to achieve some

of its most brilliant victories.(*)

4 Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 475.
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But while the conflict to maintain the Muslim ideals preserved the spiritual and

, there were two distinct societies living side intellectual life of
by side and interacting to some extent but in their basic principles opposed to one

another. (%)
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5 Hamilton A.R. Gibb, Mohammedanism : An Historical Survey, p. 10.
6 Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism : An Historical Surwy, p. 11.
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Yet of the two channels of Muslim religious life the mystical was the broader and
deeper. The seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries saw the apogee of the Sufi
brotherhoods. The greater orders spread , the measure of unity

which they achieved and the social stability which they maintained was indeed
remarkable. (?)
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7 Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism : An Historical Survey, p. 12.
8 Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism : An Historical Survey, p. 12.
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The most basic cultural fault line between the west and Islam does not concern

democracy-it involves issues of gender equality and sexual liberalization.(*")
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The social values of gender equality and sexual liberalization could plausibly lie at
the heart of any "clash” between Islam and the west. The analysis of these social
attitudes reveals the extent of the gulf between Islam and the west, with a stronger
and more significant gap on these issues than across most of the political values.(8)

17 Ronald Inglehart, Pippa Norris, Sacred and Secular : Religion and Politics Worldwide, p.
155.

18 Ronald Inglehart, Pippa Norris, Sacred and Secular : Religion and Politics Worldwide, p.
149.
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Islam (is) personal piety and worship of God in a framework of revealed universal
Islam in its - - - ethical principles which are to be implemented in human life.
personal pietism and Quranic ethical universalism is meant to do this.(*°)
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19 David Marquand, Ronald L. Nettler, Religion and Democracy, pp. 53-54.

20 Maxime Rodinson, The Western Image & Western Studies of Islam in Joseph Schacht &
C. E. Bosworth, eds., The Legacy of Islam, p. 9.

21 Albert Hourani, Europe and the Middle East, p. 9.
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22 gouthern R. W., Western Views of Islam and the Middle Ages,p. 28.

23 John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat : Myth or Reality? p. 43.

24 Southern, R. W., Western Views of Islam and the Middle Ages, p. 31.

25 Stephen Humphreys, R., Islamic History : A Framework for Inquiry, p. 250.

26 John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat, p. 37, 38.

27 Runciman, S., A History of the Crusade, p.54

28 John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat, p. 38.

29 Bosworth, CE., 'The Historical Background of Islamic Civilization' in R.M. Savory, ed.,
Introduction to Islamic Civilization, p. 25.

30 Ira Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, p. 330.
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Miseries & Tribulations of the Christians held in Tribute and Slavery by the <us
(®?) - =Turks
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31 ibid

32 Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., A Concise History of the Middle East, p. 132.
33 paul Coles, The Ottoman Impact on Europe, p. 146-47.

34 paul Coles, The Ottoman Impact on Europe, p. 146-47.

35 Albert Hourani, Europe & the Middle East, p. 10.

36 Southern, R.W., Western view of Islam & Middle Ages, p. 2.

37 Jack G. Shaheen, The TV Arab, p. 4.

Asadullah-Awan 101


http://www.gjmsweb.com/
mailto:editor@gjmsweb.com

Global Journal of Management, Social Sciences and Humanities
Vol 4 (1) Jan-March, 2018 pp: 87-111.

ISSN 2520-7121 (Online), ISSN 2520-7113 (Print)

www.gimsweb.com, editor@gjmsweb.com

sty (ol L Uy o)) 8 S Gibail 5 Jae 0a S Uae S adll S Lia nS L o plie 5 e (s skt
A5 i S o\ (S g ad S Sl G ) adle )18 EiSaa (g b (B 5 ) ) S ~duld
SlS S sl R Shsa sade o A SWa 6 e g e e ) s ST s
5 Aluazic gl alealae Iy s b G e il (e o b S W3L(38) L G b S
SRS Sia Jua opdig ) s (Jacques Darrida, 1930-2004) a2 SI5AS il S cly Hhs
=0 ) Azme S S ki i dee 5 S8 e (Francis Fokoyama) b oS s sl
(®%) =W ) A clba ki A58y IS ) S a3l s
The days of Islam's cultural conquests, it would seem, are over. It can win back
lapsed adherents, but has no resonance for the young people of Berlin, Tokyo or
Moscow.
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38 Edward Saeed, Covering Islam : How the Media and the Experts Determine, How we see
the rest of the World, p. 51.
39 Fukuyama F., The End of History and the Last Man, pp. 45-6.
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Of all the world's great men none has been so much maligned as Muhammad. For
centuries Islam was the great enemy of Christianity.
Jena nS Wi L Ly (e 3L W) IS (5 Ry gl a8 (oS s e O sl e alea Sia”
el adlad Gadia ) 5 e o IS Cailine (S35 (e LWL S (g Al s aile dl JLa)
A da o S) Hsan w2 Sl gaS s p aS S S (e Ul
= bl B S el (S o) e s SAS e o (S alug all e
(**) = Ge 2 The Life of Mahomet <US il (Sir William Muir) _se sl g e
All authorities agree in ascribing to the youth of Mahomet a modesty of the
deportment and purity of manners rare among the people of Mecca.
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benevolent disposition pervades all A patriarchal simplicity pervaded his life
these illustrations of his character.
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40 Watt Montgomery Watt, Muhammad, Prophet and Statesman, p. 231.
41 Sir William Muir, The Life of Mahomet, vol. I, p.14.
42 Sir William Muir, The Life of Mohammed, p.512.
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He enjoyed a high character among the citizens and nothing stands against his name.
ClE A AR S el SO i e) sad ) Qo )l DS Sl e Ul S A8
(“4) ;.= 4 U The Life of Muhomet << 4l (Emile Dermengham) ae&ie 3 (!
Mahomet's youth has been chaste.
(#9) ‘st st o S (R3S 5 sl (S sa (oS (b Al s nle ) la ) dens?
Mahomet's house was a model of conjugal happiness and domestic virtues; Khadija
made an ideal wife for Mahomet, who was the best of husbands. This man remained
faithful to one wife much older than himself for a quarter of a century.
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(*°):
. In later times a whole hierarchy of deputies was -—-Ever since the taking of
established for the purpose of discharging those duties.
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43 P De. Lacy Johnstone, Muhammad and His Followers, p. 51.

44 Emile Dermengham, The Life of Mahomet, Tr. by Arabella York, p. 52
45 ibid

46 Margoliouth, D. S., Mohammad and Rise of Islam, p.448.
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But amid all the duties of a general, legislator, judge, and diplomat, the prophet did
not neglect those of preacher and teacher: his advice was demanded on all possible
questions, the occasions were few on which he failed to give it.
Flte 0o S el (S il 0 S JEE i ol Cauala o ¢ 5Vl s Sl Cainy
W g niSamn alai . g il gy alS il scilie (e 3 S 18l jlaaed (S alia ) alea gS
Calborala B8 wolans Il el @l se ) sl s lS llae e s il
K Ky S alug dismle dl Loa o K105 sean (Rev. D. S. Margoliouth) il £ e sl (53
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I L J—— Another of those domestic scenes is somewhat different in character.
the Prophet does not permit, but he gives his wives the. choice of quitting him if
they prefer the present world. A'isha declines the offer, and the others follow suit.
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47 Margoliouth, D. S., Mohammad and Rise of Islam, pp. 463-464.
48 Margoliouth, D. S., Mohammed and the Rise of Islam, p. 418.
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The good sense of Mohammad despised the pomp of royalty-— - but his ordinary
food consisted of dates and water.
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(50):

4% Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 2, p. 694.
50 Gustav Weil, History of the Islamic Peoples, (Tr. by S. Khuda Bakhsh), p. 27.

Asadullah-Awan 106


http://www.gjmsweb.com/
mailto:editor@gjmsweb.com

Global Journal of Management, Social Sciences and Humanities
Vol 4 (1) Jan-March, 2018 pp: 87-111.

ISSN 2520-7121 (Online), ISSN 2520-7113 (Print)

www.gimsweb.com, editor@gjmsweb.com

Mohammad set a shining example to his people. His character was pure and
stainless. His house, his dress, his food, these were characterized by a rare
simplicity.
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He reared no palace for his own honour by the side of the temple which he
recovered to the honour of God. The city of his fathers, the metropolis of his race,
the shrine of his religion, was again deserted for his own humble dwellings among
those who had stood by him in the days of his trial. Muhammad was now spiritual
and temporal ruler.
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His Personality was strong and dominant, but his domestic life was as simple as his
frugality at meals. He was kind and generous, a tender father and a loyal friend.
Even at the height of his power he lived in a miserable hut, slept upon straw and his
pillow was made of palm-leaves covered with leather.

51 Edward A. Freeman, History and Conquests ofthe Saracens, p. 36-37.
52 The Encyclopedia Americana, 1947 Edition, vol. 19, p. 294.
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. The e In the possession of the kind and generous affections of the heart
sincerity of his exhortations to benevolence was testified at his death by the
exhausted state of his coffers.
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His simple foods were dates and barley bread, milk and honey were occasional
luxuries-—me-e-- , less upon himself, much in charity.
usdse pald Jlanind Kad )5l a0 90 dallia 3 T3y S s sl 0sosmeS 138 odls (S OI7
ol g e« Sl iy 5 Sl gl sale w s sl Sl et w3 L8 U
el Gy Iy b es. S8 5850 walad il 5 Se plas K cilie iy oS5 S

53 Charles Mills, History of Mohammedanism, p. 39.
54 Will Durant, The Age of Faith, p. 173.
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(55) : = i) e The Empire of Arabs S ) (Sir John Glubb) < ¢la
The Prophet never accumulated wealth nor even made use of the most elementary
comforts. His food, his clothing, his house and its furnishings were simple in the
extreme, even when ample money was available if he had been interested in it.
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There was an essential Puritanism in his system.--He was a man without pride,
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55 Sir John Glubb, The Empire of the Arabs, p. 54.
56 Bertram Thomas, The Arabs, p. 65-66.

57 Saunders, J. J., History of Medieval Islam, p. 34.
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...his habits were so simple that even in the last days in Medina, when he
governed Arabia; he mended his own clothes and cobbled his own shoes. His piety
was sincere and unaffected.
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Even in the height of his glory Muhammad led, as in his days of obscurity, an
unpretentious life in one of those clay houses as do all old-fashioned houses of
present- day Arabia and Syria. He was often seen mending his own clothes and was
atall times within the reach of his people. The little he left he regarded it as state
property.
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His life was very simple and primitive. He never assumed the garb of an eastern
potentate. He was always accessible to his followers.
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58 Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 120.
59 Wilson Cash, W., The Bxpansion of Islam, p. 14.
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To an American or English or Japanese Muslim, Mohammed's life suggests
something primitive, something in the order of an anchorite. It is as unimaginable as

that of Jesus to the average Christian.
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%0 Bodley,R.V.C., The Messenger : The Life of Mohammed, p. 195.
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